Dr Paul D Byers (Institute of Orthopedics, London) said that muscle biopsies had been obtained from 8 patients who had been affected during the 1959 Moroccan organophosphorus poisoning disaster. These were an extremely small sample of an estimated 10,000 or more affected people and represented those very few whose limited recovery from the muscle paralysis left them with a marked residual disability. The patients had been seen by Mr Donal Brooks, whose opinion had been sought by the International Red Cross Society and the Moroccan Government. The patients had had a flaccid paralysis of muscles of the lower limb and had later become spastic.
Thirteen muscles were biopsied. The findings in them suggested that denervation and reinnervation of the muscles had occurred. Nothing could be stated about the pathogenesis of the denervation from an examination of the muscles.
